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PARIS—A Pasis cotirt has cleared
Américan atithor “Claire’ Sterlmg of]
chixges of damaging’the memory. of
Hem‘l Curiel; controversial Egyptn.m‘
bory; leftist . who.swag “murdered in
1978, but-fined -heri:for the--book’s
treatment, of one of his: pnncxpal as-
R;atants i BRTAS

The spht decx:wn handed down
by..a three-judge . court. Jast ‘week,
conC°rned two suits,, one hrought by
Cufigl’s widow, Rosette, and brmher
Ré4pul, and the other by his, associ-
ate; Joyce Blau..” . 4

Fhe suits.. stemmed from the
French Version. of Sterling’s book,
*“TThe Texror Network,” whlch the
: CutieY family and Blau said falsely
lea’d’s readers to the ‘conclusion that
Cu"’tel was linked to the Soviet KGB
eaplonage agency and to mtematxon-
al terrrorism. "

Luriel; an ‘avowed - actmst for
Third World movements was assas-
sinated on May 4, 1978,

The Waahmgtom Post Magazme,
onMarch 15, 1981; ‘published an
exeerpt from- the Steﬂmg -book that
dealtl with Curtel, who headed an
orgamzatxon called. Solidarity in the
1960s and 1970s in Paris. .. .-

_._In. explaining-its ruling; the- court '

“noted- that the French publ’shers,
“J. C. Lattes, had sougl'xl:n to - Warn ]
“readers of the contmversy»over Cu-.
tiel in a long' foosnote that was nok.
i 10, the onumal ':Amencazx

Jy &
Mararasso, also noted ‘that. -the 3
;]Eyench pubhshers had ‘dmended the ]
ongmal Amierican téxt to delete the
names “of  othet: prommento French~

THE WASHINGTON POST
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. L.aOO in,, all-—and to black out.two

'+ ‘Lawyers for both parties said last:

“Bctivisty m»olved in Solidarity, -,

‘/.'l

2 I rejecting the Curiels’ demands
Ior.qaearly $83,000.ir damages, the
TaiSaccepted  Sterling’s argument,
Ih’;t’ she ‘was presentmg i “hypoth-
is&-rather than outright accusa-
‘EIOI;; that Curiel was a conscious or STAT
-unwitting tool. of the KGB and in- '
ZTernational tertorists,
= Igruling in- favor, of ;Blau, ‘the.
comﬁorderedf Lattes and Sterling to-
two sets” of damavw--about‘

‘passages in the book mentioning her.
“Fhe passages ‘suggested that- “Blau
‘Bad studied Kurdish and traveled to
Moscow to further.Curiel’s, and the
ends-—-whlch Blau h&d‘de-.;

Iiﬁgéhe author' and pubhsher, aL~o
‘were ordered to pay for publication
{in two major French newspapers of
the.court ruling in the Blau case. M
11 the case brouvht by the Curiel:
§f amily, the court ordered the black- 1
siggZout’ of ‘one passage in the book |
s ange: awarded. Curiel's widow ard
. brogner’ damages *of about 383
“stémming from , translation errors. -

Fweek that-they-were- consxderznv aps
, peahng the decisions. - '} 't
In a somewhat sxmxlar-case laat.
f year; an appeals court found in favors
»of French Journahst Georges Suffert,
{ whose article in the weekly.magazine
£ Le Point_provided much of the in-
£ £ formation for Sterling’s chapter:-Suf-
: fert had invoked the same. “hypoth-‘
esxs" argument t tbat Sterhng used in
Sher defense. iy,
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